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Prying Off die Lid 

Secret Activity Points to Dilemma 

By MELVIN K. WHl TELE A THKtl r Fdi'nr,„l p„pe Staff 


100500340027-4 


“Kennedy’s covering up 
again. He’s not telling the 
whole truth/* < 

That was a reaction to the 
I resident’s reply to a Bay of 
P.gs question 
thrown at Ivm 
fct his last 
r jws confer- 
ence. 

Of course 
he was cover- 
ing up, but as 
Kep resent a - 
tive George 
Mahon of 
Texas paid in 
the House oir 
Thursday, ihv administration 
has been goaded into making 
disclosin' s -about past and 
ptesent intelligence activities 
in ami around Cuba that are 
hurting the nation. 

The questioner, asked if the 
President could say 'whether 
the four Americans who died in 
the Ray of Pigs were employes 
of the government or the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency — as if 
the government had nothing to 
do with the CIA. 

Mr. Kennedy replied slowly, 
carefully choosing his words, 
obviously not wanting to give 
a direct answer, yet wanting to 
avoid giving offense to the 
widows of the four men whose 
deaths have become known 
only recently through attempts 
to pry off the lid. 

Mr. Kennedy went around ' 
the hush, He said a good many • 
Americans had served their 
country Irrlh* last 45 .'.cars. 
Some, hau lost their lives but 
the government has not fell: it 
was in the country’s interest to 
go into do mi! Yes, the four 
nmn were serving their coun- 
try, b'.i. 1 he were on a volun- 
teer flight and because of thr . 
nature of thmr work it was in : 
h matter of nublii record, as 1: 
impit tie i-' Ik men were srl* 

diets re sfi'ior: . 


In Twilight Zone 

Tha' put the men in the pa- 
triot cl.iss. which should please 
their .v.dnws. but still left 
th°n. mi a twilight /one. Re- 
rpnt prowling about m that 
7 ovip has brought w.i bits and 
p.nM ; -hat move the U. S. gov- 
closer to the heart of 
Pa . of Pigs affair than it 
h ■ > 1 1 1 : ■ ■ rt >0 appear. To what 
end a tiu rlenvin-is made that 
•,-if s i os \ hr laid on the 

!b. '5 >•' \nvr:<an pcop'p. 

1 1 ; - - ■ »r«. -msl know the 

'A 1 . . • 

'? . i.iielhgrnce gap. 

p<f"' ; c Mahon told the 

lio. ,s ‘ n. the intelligence 
of those wito are dai'- . ?• eal- 
ing the secrets of the intelli- 
gence operations of the United 
Stales government. In locem 
weeks r 1 e hj,s neon a great 
excess of talk ahmit the pro- 
cedures of our imdligej'.ce ap- 
paratus Critics have made 
public statements on matters 
which should never have been 
discu-se.d in public." 

Mr. Mahon's competence to 
speak out on this subject 
comes from ‘20 vears of dealing 
with defense secrets; he is cur- 
rent! chairman of tin* House 
Defense Appropriation*' Sub- 
committee. 

The Texan refrained from 
•..•barging an- one with playing 
politics, although he could 
have done so with justifica- 
tion. He hit a higher note by 
remarking that the American 
peop'e are interested in our in- 
telligence activities as they are 
in ail phases of the workings of 
1 heir government. "But we are 
not playing games" and the 
price wc pay for the luxury of 
disclosure of intelligence activ- 
ities is the further erosion of 
the country's capacity to de- 
fend itself. 
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Not a Sport 

To be sure we are not play- 
ing games, and the real issue in 
<ti ; of the fussing about: wheth- 
er this or that is known about 
what goes on in Cuba, or how 
this or tliat was done, is wheth- 
er any government in an open 
sr 1. jet v such as ours should 
undertake underhand opera- 
tions. If successful, sleeping 
dogs are allowed to lie, as they 
were in the 1954 Guatemala 
operation, but if unsuccessful, 
tne secrecy is a tantalizing in- 
vitation to the opposition to 
make political hay which 
w inds up by damaging the 
country. 

Senator Wayne Morse of Or- 
egon says he cannot reconcile 
the Central Intelligence Agen- 
rv with democratic govern- 
ment. He rightly says that mil- 
lions of Americans can die if 
that agency goes amok. But 
th<- Senator makes no distinc- 
tion between the intelligence 
pa 1 hering functions of the CIA, 
which surely are indispensable, 
and the secret execution of 
puli. ', which is questionable. 

1 1 s when the CIA attempts 
Die hitter function that its ac- 
1 1 * ui> s collide with the princi- 
ple.* 1 rid practices of a demo- 
crat society. 
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